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first time or more land set aside for protec-
tion for all time than any time in 100 years—
when you say all those things—that wasn’t
just me; it wasn’t just us with the Democrats
and the Congress; it was you, too. We did
it together. We were a team, and I thank
you for that.

The last thing I want to say is this. I want
you to keep fighting for the future. And I’ll
be there with you. I’ll just be a citizen, but
I can serve well. I’ve still got a voice. I’ve
still got a heart, and I’ve got a mind to spend
the rest of my life trying to pay America back
for all the good things the American people
gave me these last 25 years.

So don’t get discouraged; don’t be frus-
trated by what happened in November. But
don’t be passive. Just take a breath and keep
looking forward and keep doing what will
come naturally—to fight for the things we
believe in, to build the future we want for
all of our children together.

I can honestly tell you that in 11 days at
high noon, when I walk out of the White
House for the last time as President, I will
leave more optimistic and more idealistic
about the people of this country and their
potential, and especially about the young
people of this country, than I was the day
I took the oath of office in 1993.

I love you. Thank you. God bless you.
Goodbye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:37 p.m. in the
lobby of the Palmer House Hyatt Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Richard M. Daley
of Chicago and Gore 2000 campaign director
William M. Daley. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Iraq

January 9, 2001

Dear lllll :
Pursuant to section 575 of the Foreign Op-

erations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2001 (Public Law
106–429), enclosed is a report on plans for
the provision of humanitarian assistance for
the Iraqi people and for the commencement

of broadcasting operations by the Iraqi Na-
tional Congress.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Robert C.
Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens, ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Appropriations; and
C.W. Bill Young, chairman, and David R. Obey,
ranking member, House Committee on Appro-
priations. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 10.

Interview With Allison Payne
of WGN–TV in Chicago
January 9, 2001

Accomplishments in the Final Days
Ms. Payne. Congratulations, sir.
The President. Thank you. Hi.
Ms. Payne. I understand you’re working

just as hard these last few weeks as you have
been the last 8 years. What’s driving you?

The President. Well, I get paid until Janu-
ary the 20th. I think I ought to show up for
work. Also, I think there’s a lot of things to
do. We just had, in some ways, the best legis-
lative year we’ve had, certainly in the last 4
years. We had the biggest increase in invest-
ment in education, the first time we’ve ever
gotten any funds for school repair and con-
struction, a big increase in funds for the
after-school programs that have been so im-
portant to Chicago. We got the new markets
initiative that I worked hard on here with
Congressman Danny Davis and Speaker
Hastert, across party lines, to get more in-
vestment into poor areas in America, and a
big debt relief initiative for the poor coun-
tries. We’re doing a lot of stuff here.

And I went to Vietnam. I was able to set
aside some more land, preserve it. I’m still
working, and I’m going to work to the very
end. And of course, I’m trying one last time
to make peace in the Middle East. I’m doing
the best I can.

Chicago
Ms. Payne. What are you going to miss

most about Chicago?
The President. Oh, the people. I love it

here. But I’ll still come a lot. It’s still Hillary’s
home; a lot of her people are from here. A
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lot of her friends are here, and I’ve got the
friends of a lifetime here. So I’ll still come
a lot. And I hope that for the rest of my
life I can be a good citizen and really do some
good things for America and around the
world. So I’ll be around. I just have—I fell
in love with Chicago the first time I came
here, and nothing ever changed. It just got
better.

Richard and William Daley
Ms. Payne. Tell me something about your

relationship with the Daley brothers we don’t
already know. I know it’s a good one.

The President. It is good. Well, the mayor
I’ve known for some time, and I knew Bill
actually a little before then. I just think
Mayor Daley is a great mayor. In addition
to being a friend, he’s a great mayor. He’s
not afraid of new ideas. He’ll work with any-
body. He’s always trying to get something
done. And he enabled me to be an effective
President, because we had these—whether
it was welfare reform or housing or economic
development or you name it, whatever we
were doing, I knew Chicago would be on the
cutting edge—community policing, sensible
gun safety measures, all of that stuff.

And Bill Daley, of course, and I have been
very close, because he was in my Cabinet.
He was an absolutely superb Secretary of
Commerce. I know he’s hated to leave it, but
he answered Vice President Gore’s call. And
what I said tonight was true; we were way
behind when he took over, and we won the
popular vote, and when they get all the votes
counted in Florida, we’ll see what happened
there. But Bill Daley’s got a lot to be proud
of, and Chicago should be very proud of him.

Administration Accomplishments
Ms. Payne. What are you most proud of,

sir?
The President. I am most proud of the

fact that all Americans, not just a few, are
better off than they were 8 years ago and
that there’s a greater sense of community
here. I was very worried when I took office
that dividing our country was becoming a
habit, and a bad one. And I think the coun-
try’s more united now across racial and in-
come lines and religious lines. And I think
we understand we need each other. So, yes,

we’re better off economically, but we’re a
stronger country, too. And I’m very proud
of that.

President’s Legacy
Ms. Payne. How do you hope Chicagoans

and all Americans will remember William
Jefferson Clinton?

The President. As a person who did what
he said he’d do when he ran for President,
who put the American people first, who
helped to prepare us for the 21st century,
and left the country a little better then he
found it.

President’s Future Plans
Ms. Payne. Sir, what are you going to do?

Are you going to come back and watch a cou-
ple Cubs games with us?

The President. I certainly hope so. I hope
so. Mr. Sosa says he’ll keep inviting me, and
I want to do that. I’ll stay very active. I now
have a United States Senator to support and
a daughter to finish educating, so I’m going
to go out and make a living. But I’m going
to try to spend about half my time on public
service, and then as soon as I can do so, I
would like to spend my whole life just trying
to give back what I’ve learned and the experi-
ences I’ve had as President. I think I can
do a lot of good for the country and for the
world as a citizen. I’m going to do my best.

The Presidency
Ms. Payne. May I just say that I’ve been

so inspired by your drive and your fire. Can
you tell the common man a little bit what
it’s like, from your perspective as a common
man from Hope, Arkansas, to be the man
sitting inside the Oval Office?

The President. All I can tell you is, it’s
still the biggest thrill—it’s as big a thrill for
me today to land on the back lawn of the
White House in the helicopter, to walk into
the White House and spend the night, to
walk over to the Oval Office every morning.
It’s as big a thrill for me today as it was on
the first day I showed up as President.

I believe in the promise of this country.
I believe in the American system. Politics is
a rough game, and it’s a contact sport, and
if you can’t take a hit, you shouldn’t play.
But if you’re prepared to pay the price and
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try to bring people together, the American
people can do anything, and we can meet
any challenge. We can overcome any obsta-
cle. We can seize any opportunity. And for
me, I will leave the White House more ideal-
istic and optimistic about America and its
promise and its young people than the day
I took office.

Ms. Payne. Listen, I baked you a home-
made pound cake, but it’s stuck with our
makeup artist on the other side of the room.
So I’m going to have to send you a fresh
one to the White House.

The President. Would you do it? I’d be
honored to have it.

Ms. Payne. Absolutely, and I want you to
taste it. Everybody in Chicago has had it. Ask
Mayor Daley. He gets one every year.

The President. I’m nuts about pound
cake. I love it.

Ms. Payne. God bless you. God bless you,
sir.

The President. Thank you.
Ms. Payne. All the best to your family.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 7:17 p.m. in
Grand Ballroom at the Palmer House Hilton
Hotel for later broadcast. In his remarks, the
President referred to Mayor Richard M. Daley
of Chicago and Gore 2000 campaign director Wil-
liam M. Daley. The transcript was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 10. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this interview.

Remarks on the Unveiling of a Statue
at the Franklin D. Roosevelt
Memorial

January 10, 2001

The President. Calm down.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. You still have to do what

I ask for 9 more days. Calm down. [Laughter]
Secretary Herman, thank you for your elo-

quence and your passion on this issue. I
thank all the members of the administration
who are here: Secretary Babbitt, thank you;
Secretary Shalala; Secretary Slater; SBA Di-
rector Alvarez; Janice Lachance. I thank the

other members who are here who supported
this in every way.

Thank you, Max Cleland, for the power
of your example and the largeness of your
heart. Thank you, Tom Harkin. Every day
you redeem the promise of your brother’s
life and your love for him in what you have
done. Thank you, Senator Levin and Con-
gressman Levin; Congressman Eliot Engel.
I like your beard. [Laughter] I had a note
that said, Eliot Engel was here, and I thought
instead it was Fidel Castro for a moment.
[Laughter] But you look very good.

Thank you, Jim Langevin, for running for
Congress and for winning. Ken Apfel, our
Social Security Administrator, is here. Thank
you. Thank you, Justin Dart, for seeding the
crowd with signs. I think you must have
something to do—[inaudible].

I want to thank all the donors, and a special
word of appreciation to two folks who did
a lot of our work—one who has been ac-
knowledged—thank you, Jonathan Young;
thank you, Bill White. Thank you very much.
You guys have been great. Thank you. And
I, too, want to thank Larry Halprin and Bob
Graham.

This whole memorial has exceeded my
wildest dreams for it. It gives you a feel that
is completely different from any other me-
morial. It is grand and beautiful, all right,
but it is so accessible, in a way that I think
would have pleased President Roosevelt and
Mrs. Roosevelt. And of course, this last addi-
tion is even more than the icing on the cake.
But I know that for Larry and for Bob this
has been a labor of love and honor. And we
honor them for what they have done. Thank
you very much.

I would like to also say to all of you that,
as a person who has loved the history of my
country and tried to learn more about it every
day, it would have been under any cir-
cumstances an honor in my life to become
friends with Jim Roosevelt and his wife,
Anne—and Ann. But what I want you to
know is they are the true heirs of their ances-
tors because they are exceptional and won-
derful people, and I’m very glad to be here
with them.

Last Saturday marked the 60th anniversary
of President Roosevelt’s speech on the four
freedoms. It is fitting to remember it here


